EXPERT OPINION: BOWEN TAN

BOWEN TAN is a PhD Research Student in Creative and Critical Practices at the University of Sussex, based in the School of Media,
Arts and Humanities. He is an independent animator, VR creator and Program Director of Tell Me Lemon, an immersive media studio
working with cultural organisations, museums and independent businesses in Brighton and beyond.

Bowen'’s animation Mechamorphosis has won Best Animation awards at Manchester Film Festival (MANIFF), the USA Film Festival,
and the Vortex Sci-Fi, Fantasy & Horror Film Festival. His VR animated music video Dark Tide has been officially selected by TOPU
International Animation Week and Feinaki Beijing Animation Week. His doctoral research focuses on 360-degree storytelling and
how spatial and social perspectives in immersive media shape audience emotion.
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FIVE THINGS A NEW MAYOR SHOULD FOCUS ON

Basic infrastructure and quality of life

1 Roads, public spaces and everyday facilities matter more than people admit. If local business
owners are constantly complaining about infrastructure, that undermines any story about
innovation. | was surprised at how neglected a lot of this felt when | arrived.

Stability in higher education

Universities are one of Brighton's greatest assets, but job losses and uncertainty make it harder for
international students to commit. People don't just choose a city; they choose supervisors,
expertise and intellectual communities.

A more confident international story

Promotion exists, but the marketing of Brighton and Sussex as a place to work and invest often feels
amateur compared to the quality of work actually happening here. That gap needs to close.

Backing creative and tech communities, not just sectors

XR, games and immersive media grow through networks, events and collaboration, not just funding
pots.

Using sport and culture as global signals

Brighton & Hove Albion’s Premier League presence really matters internationally. Cultural and
creative excellence can work the same way, if it's framed properly, and shouted about in other
countries.
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